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One hundred percent of all Booker 
High School students will graduate 

college or career- ready and 
become productive members  

of our society. 

Booker High School will establish 
an environment, including unique 

programs offering opportunities to 
a diverse population, which enables 

all students to become critical 
thinkers and develop  

skills and values for maximizing 
their potential.

OUR VISION & MISSION

As the most diverse high school campus in Sarasota, Booker High abounds with a myriad 
of opportunities to meet the unique needs of our learners, fostering an environment of 

community, pride and inclusion. Visitors consistently comment on the positive vibe at BHS 
and the palpable atmosphere of respect and congeniality. Booker’s commitment to excellence 
is likewise evident in all we do. The heart of our campus is our College and Career Resource 
Center, where students begin to envision their futures. From there, passionate instructors of 
every subject – from academics to the arts – create meaningful relationships with students, 
imbuing them with the tools and inspiration to create the futures they dream of. 
Booker High School has a guaranteed admissions pathway to the University of South Florida 
and New College of Florida. For USF, if students meet the minimum requirement of a 3.6 
GPA, earn an 1130 on the SAT or a 23 on the ACT, they will be guaranteed admission to 
any of the three USF campuses. For guaranteed admission to New College, students must 
have a 3.5 GPA, 1210 on the SAT or 25 on the ACT and take and excel in college accelerated 
courses. 
Emphasis on college and career readiness: 

•  2020 graduates earned more than $3.8 million dollars in scholarships and institutional 
aid. 

•  68% of the 2019 graduating class went on to college, university, conservatory, trade 
or technical school and 32% entered the workforce, took a gap year or served in the 
United States Armed Forces. 

Exceptional college and career prep offerings: 
• Free ACT/SAT prep classes and post-secondary readiness testing. 
• 9th grade college attainment classes. 
• Unique scholarships to ensure students excel. 
• Experienced college advisor with over twenty years of service. 

Esteemed honor as College for Every Student 2017 School of Distinction award and three Bill 
and Melinda Gates Millennium Scholars awards in the past decade. 
Ranked “Most Diverse High School in Sarasota” and “Second Most Diverse High School in 
Florida” and in the Top 1% of the Most Diverse High Schools in America, as reported by Niche 
Ranking. 
Success in Marching Band: 2019 Florida Marching Band Competition 1A semifinals: Whirlwind 
Brigade marching band placed 8th; color guard placed 1st. 
Dr. Rachel Shelley Florida Principal of the Year 2017 and the 2018 Florida Association 
of Secondary Schools Principal of the Year as well as the 2019 Florida Arts Education 
Association’s Principal of the Year. Mr. Lem Andrews was the Barnes Noble National Teacher 
of the Year 2018.

B O O K E R  H I G H  S C H O O L



SIGNATURE PROGRAMS
Visual and Performing Arts Program 
The VPA is a nationally recognized training program for aspiring artists. 
Offering comprehensive instruction in Art, Digital Film and Motion Design, 
Dance, Music, and Theatre, the VPA nurtures talent, fosters collaboration, 
promotes self-expression, and encourages confidence.

Cambridge University AICE Program
The Cambridge University program is a prestigious academic program that 
confers college credit to students demonstrating mastery in various courses. 
Booker’s program is growing exponentially each year in course offerings, 
number of students enrolled in AICE courses, and number of AICE Diploma 
earners. 

The Law Academy
Promoting the principle that the legal system is the most powerful vehicle 
for social change, Booker’s Law Academy is the only such academy in the 
district. With two tracks – constitutional law and law enforcement – the Law 
Academy offers experiential learning opportunities where students can bear 
witness to and participate in real and mock legal proceedings. 

Career and Technical Education
Booker offers an array of CTE pathways for students seeking skills that will 
help them secure jobs or placement in STEM programs upon graduation. 
Among these options are digital media technology and digital design, which 
offer Adobe Creative Suite certification opportunities. In addition, we offer 
Microsoft certification courses and engineering. The BHS Engineering 
program has recently received accolades for its partnerships with local 
business, such as the renowned aquatics research center Mote Marine and 
Sun Hydraulics. Through Engineering, students can earn drone certification. 
It is a member of the national Technology Student Association as well as a 
recipient of TSA awards on a national level. Both Engineering and Digital 
Design have their own student-run businesses. 

College and Career Readiness Program
With a full-time teacher leading the charge for students to begin planning 
for post-secondary success, BHS offers the most comprehensive college and 
career program in the district. We are members of the international College 
for Every Student (CFES) program, which is specifically aimed at helping 
first-generation students navigate the college research and application 
process but is beneficial to all college-bound scholars. All freshmen and 
sophomores not enrolled in one of our signature “elective” programs, such 
as VPA, the Law Academy, and CTE take courses in strategic planning 
for their futures through programs called “College, Career and You” and 
“College, Career and Me.” Through these programs, they research careers, 
learn about managing budgets, and learn “soft” skills that can help them 
market themselves in an increasingly competitive college and job market. 
BHS students work with SAT/ACT prep counselors free of charge, as earning 
high scores can help them be more competitive for college placement and 
scholarship rewards. Throughout the year, these college-entry tests are 
offered during the school day to ensure access to all students. 

Part of an A-rated school district


